INTRODUCTION
During the last glacial age, ice-core and marine records indicate that the climate of the North Atlantic region was characterized by alternating cool-warm intervals (Dansgaard -Oeschger cycles) that lasted between 500 and 2000 yr (Bond et al., 1993; Bond and Lotti, 1995) . The strongest of the cool intervals were often terminated by the massive discharge of icebergs (Heinrich events) from ice sheets surrounding the North Atlantic (Bond et al., 1992; Broecker, 1994) . Abrupt warming followed the Heinrich events. In recent papers (Benson et al., 1996a (Benson et al., , 1997a it was shown that Owens Basin, California, was relatively dry during the occurrence of the North Atlantic region Younger Dryas (Heinrich event HO), Older Dryas, Oldest Dryas, and Heinrich HI and H2 events.
Chemical records from sediment cores taken in Owens Lake, California, indicate that major advances of Sierran glaciers occurred between 52,500 and 12,500 14C yr B.P. (Fig. 1) . The glacial advances appear to have been accompanied by decreases in the amount of water entering Owens Lake (Benson et al., 1996a) . These data indicate that the Owens Basin was cold and dry when the North Atlantic region was cold. 
